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Group 3   
The Group 3 children worked cooperatively to make various shapes with a large rope and their eyes closed!   

They had to listen carefully to each other and arrange themselves accordingly – a fun warm up maths 

exercise. 

 

As part of our study on refugees the children have been busy designing and creating boats.  They have been 

assigned the task of working to a budget and using limited resources to create a boat.  These boat designs 

need to be strong and buoyant enough to carry a significant amount of weight.  The children have been doing 

lots of testing and actively discovering how design and shape affects the buoyancy.  Like the great physicist, 

Archimedes, we have witnessed many “Eureka” moments in the classroom this week!   
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A special thank you to Sasha for coming in to the classroom and sharing her amazing personal refugee story.  

The children all think that this story should be made into a book or a movie – what an incredible tale of 

courage and determination! 

Letter boxes – Over the last 2 terms we have been engaged in letter writing.  Spring-boarding from this, 

children suggested we make letterboxes and so we have!  We looked at some different types (thanks Bea 

Pierce!) had discussions about our ideas and possible materials needed to assemble this type of structure.  

Sketching, creating and making adjustments followed this.   Some children chose to work independently, 

while others worked with partners or in small groups.  All resources were sourced from recyclable materials 

and nature.  

We await your letters / correspondence… 
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Children are engaged and immersed in the story of Boy Overboard.  This novel is taking us on a journey that 

has been described as like being on a “roller coaster”.  The day is generally met with a “When are we 

reading Boy Overboard? Can you keep reading?  Don’t stop now!”    During reading, we are comprehending 

the text and questions of a literal, inferential and evaluative nature have been deliberated. We have been 

identifying how similes exemplify the characters’ language.   This novel also explores the importance of 

ancestry, characters and relationships.  The children voted unanimously to explore the play; this will be an 

extension of their literacy learning whereby we will study the play as a reader’s theatre.  During this study, 

we will identify how a novel can be turned into a performance piece.  We will make comparisons and 

consider the effectiveness, flexibility and restraints of these two genres.  

 

As part of our learning experience this term the children have used Nadia Wheatly's book My Place as a 

springboard to uncover and discover their own places and spaces.  In the last week of term we are hoping to 

let the children watch some of the ABC series based on the My Place book. We have watched a few G rated 

snippets of this program in class and the children are using this to gain insight into the timeline of migration 

waves to Australia, as well as the attitudes and historical perspectives during these times.   

 

This series is PG rated and we ask that if anyone does NOT feel comfortable with their child watching this 

series, could they please respond accordingly.   

 

Tuesday, 29
th

 November, (morning session), we have a community speaker from Newtown Asylum Seekers 

Centre coming to talk to us about what they do and answer any questions the children might have.  If you 

would like any further information, please come and speak to Michelle.  
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Handball has been an amazing ‘happening’ at Kinma these last few months.  Children have been busy 

playing, enjoying and being involved, socialising with others at an extensive level.  As the game retains a 

long lasting enthusiasm there have been a few challenges, some conflict and ‘unfair’ play.  There has been 

(and will continue to be) extensive and ongoing discussions to try to reach agreed rules, no easy feat with so 

many individuals! 

There has been much excitement and anticipation around group 3’s annual ‘Secret Santa’.  Discussions are 

to follow and once we have collectively worked out what the parameters are, we will send an email to 

families.  

Whilst we are getting in the festive spirit we are mindful that others are doing it tough.  We are collecting 

donations for the Burdekin foundation for homeless youth.  Thank you to those who have already donated.  

If you haven’t thus far, you can send items in with your children.  There is a collection box in group 3, the 

office and pre-school.  

Things that we think young teenagers doing it tough may want: 

• Deodorants 

• Wipes 

• Make up 

• Hair brush / comb 

• Opal cards 

• Movie tickets 

• Books 

• Tooth brush 

• Toothpaste 

• Sun screen 

• Hand balls 

• Gift vouchers  

• Insect repellent 

• Stationery – nice pencils and paper 
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The pre high dinner has been scheduled for the 30
th

 November. We will let you know the location and time, 

as soon as the pre highs have made a decision.   

 

Love Katie, Michelle and Group 3 xxx 
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Nov 23  Rachel, Beck & Stephany 

Nov 30  Preschool  

Dec 7  

Dec 14  

 
If you have any questions or want to contribute  
please email me at hayleyjl@tpg.com.au  

or call 0435 145 486.   
 
Thanks,  
Hayley Lewis (Turiee’s mum) 

 

Some examples of successful meals have 
included Chicken wings/ drumsticks and 
salad, tacos, nachos, pasta dishes, pizza, 
sushi, quiche, fruit and yoghurt, baked 
apples with cream/yoghurt, natural ice 
blocks… and much more.  

All expenses for ingredients are 
reimbursable. 
  

  

 

Snack Attack has been a part of Kinma for a very long time...and how wonderful for the children to have 
their parents come in and fill the air with a good home-cooked meal. There have been some amazing 
foods and traditional goodies that parents have become loved and famous for.  

There are 73 children in the Primary and 26 in Preschool, approx. 10 adults on Wednesdays. 

We have 21 gluten-free, 17 dairy-free children, and 12 vegetarians. If your child is any or all of these 3, 
please let me know. 

Usually we have 2-3 parents that come in on a Wednesday and one makes the Main and the other 
Dessert...or you do it all together on the day. It is a great way to meet and get to know the parents of 
Kinma and spend the day with the children. 

Like everything at Kinma it is a very relaxed easy day. There are not many rules, all we ask is for it not to 
be too junky and offer vegetarian, dairy-free and gluten-free options.  

The kids really enjoy Snack attack, and it's great when we can make Snack Attack happen every week. 
Below are the dates for Term 4 Snack Attack. 

PLEASE REMEMBER – We do not use nuts or nut products anywhere at Kinma. 

mailto:hayleyjl@tpg.com.au
tel:0435145486
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Extras 

Sat 19th November 
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